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Corvallis honored for sustainable technology
efforts
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For the fifth consecutive year, Corvallis' city government has received the highest level of
certification for technology purchases, use and disposal.

Corvallis is the only city in Oregon that takes part in the State Electronics Challenge. Sixteen other
public entities were honored by the group for their 2016 work.

“The environmental impact of our municipal operations can be far-reaching,” said Scott Dybvad,
the city’s sustainability program specialist. “This award recognizes some of our efforts to minimize
those impacts and provides us an opportunity to share what we’ve learned with our community
and with other municipalities.”

According to the sustainability report issued by the State Electronics Challenge, the city’s
sustainability efforts:

• Saved enough energy to power 101 households per year.

• Reduced municipal solid waste by about 17,799 pounds per year, equivalent to the annual
amount generated by four households.

• Reduced hazardous waste by 1,636 pounds last year, about the weight of six refrigerators.

“When I first saw this award program,” Dybvad said, “I realized that our existing practices were
enough for the highest award level. We had institutionalized these practices over many years of
implementing our energy conservation policy and (standard operating procedures) for asset
management and power management."
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Corvallis had to meet two mandatory standards for purchasing, six for use of electronics and five
more for their disposal.

Dybvad said the city only makes purchases from firms that meet the standards and that is has
policies on energy-efficiency settings, turning off computers at night and double-sided printing.

In addition the city only uses disposal companies that meet the “end of life” criteria of the State
Electronic Challenge. The program is run by the Northeast Recycling Council, which is based in
Brattleboro, Vermont.



Contact reporter James Day at jim.day@gazettetimes.com or 541-758-9542. Follow at Twitter.com/jameshday or
gazettetimes.com/blogs/jim-day.
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Items the city of Corvallis is planning to reuse, recycle or donate are shown in a city storage facility. The city has won a sustainability
honor for how it deals with electronics for the fifth consecutive year.
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